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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, SY 

SUBJECT: FSL E/C SPECIALISTS REGIONAL SEMINAR 


REF: STATE 165912 


1 . IN RESPONSE TO REFTEL, PARA 10, EMBASSY NOMINATES BASHIR 
NOTAFJI, FSL 3 FOR ATTENDANCE IS SUBJECT SEMINAR. 

2. ESTIMATED COSTS: 


AIR FARE. DAMASCUS-CAIRO-DAMASCUS USDOL 199.80 
PER DIEM 

5 DAYS ALEXANDRIA (USDOL 33) 165.00 

2 DAYS CAIRO (USDOL 68) 1 36.00 

TOTAL PER DIEM 30 1 .00 


3. NOMINEE TRAINING NEEDS: EMBASSY INTENDS TO STRESS 
INFORMATION GATHERING ASPECTS OF NOMINEE WORK. EMBASSY 
WANTS NOMINEE TO GET OUT OF OFFICE AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE 
TO INTERVIEW SYRIAN BUSINESSMEN AND SARG OFFICIALS. FOR 
THIS REASON, WOULD LIKE TO STRESS MARKET RESEARCH ASPECT OF 
TRAINING TOPICS NOTED IN PARA 5 OF REFTEL. WTDR TRAINING 
SHOULD FOCUS NOT ON MECHANICS OF REPORTING BUT ON 
ENABLING NOMINEE TO ELICIT INFORMATION ON WHICH JUDGEMENT 
ON COMPANY SOUNDNESS CAN BE BASED. 
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